
Annual Report
For the year ended

30th April 2023



Chairperson’s Report
by Liz Rae

Pg 2

Our team is made up of 2 community councillors from each of the areas mentioned and we also 
have a co-opted trustee.  We meet four times a year to consider all the eligible applications 
from each of the areas.  The trustees have a scoring matrix to help decide which groups and 
organisations receive funding and there is always healthy debate during the decision-making 
process.

So many groups and organisations have benefitted from the 4 Winds charity.  This funding has 
been vital to the success and survival of so many organisations, such as the Scouts, Bowling 
clubs, young football teams, environmental groups, technology to allow children to improve 
skills and organisations that support the elderly, disabled and housebound.  These are only a 
few of the beneficiaries of the 4 Winds Charity.

Not only has the funding from the 4 Winds charity helped to encourage fitness and outdoor 
activities but it has also brought isolated folk together.  The range of groups is diverse and far 
reaching and we are always looking at ways to promote the charity so that we can reach out to 
more groups in the community.

Jonathan, our previous Chairperson and Secretary, did a great job on behalf of the community of 
Auchtertool and as a trustee.  Our Treasurer, Mari, looks after the funding and the accounts and 
handles this responsibility with ease.  Our new Secretary, Stuart has taken to the task "like a 
duck to water" and is giving us all a good shake up, which we all need sometimes.

All of our Trustees handle their responsibilities very well and feel privileged to be part of a team 
that supports local good causes thanks to the community benefits from Little Raith Wind Farm.

Thanks guys, long may we continue to be able to help our communities.

Liz Rae
Chairperson
4 Winds SCIO

I am very fortunate to be part of a team of trustees who meet to discuss 
and decide the groups and organisations who receive funding from the 4 
Winds within the Lochgelly, Lumphinnans, Cowdenbeath and 
Auchtertool area.

Board of Trustees
• Auchtertool – Jonathan Leitch
• Auchtertool - (vacancy)
• Cowdenbeath – Liz Rae
• Cowdenbeath – Wilma Aitchison (Resigned June ‘23)
• Cowdenbeath – Stuart Duffy (Joined June ‘23)
• Lochgelly – Mari Erskine
• Lochgelly – Helen Ross
• Lumphinnans – Eleanor Martin
• Lumphinnans – Andy Bolden
• Co-opted 1 – Brian Davidson
• Co-opted 2 – (vacancy)
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Stuart Duffy
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Stuart Duffy



Supporting Communities
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We continue to promote funding opportunities across the 4 areas of benefit and have started a 
program of work to increase the profile of the charity and its funding via the local press and 
social media.

We’ve also made it easier than ever to submit an application, with online applications 
preferred but new post boxes set up in the Maxwell Centre, Cowdenbeath and Ore Valley 
Business Centre in Lochgelly.

Only with consistent promotion, getting the word out via our Trustees and community 
councils, will we reach new audiences and new groups who need our support. 

This includes new special events to mark the award of grants from the charity, which started in 
September 2023, with 13 groups sharing in community benefits of over £30,000!
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Governance
Trustees meet quarterly to discuss the business of the charity as well as deciding on 
community benefits to be paid through the grant funding mechanism.

We acknowledge and send thanks to our funder, Little Raith Wind Farm, for the funding which 
enables us to support so many local good causes.

4 Winds is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO) regulated by the Office of the 
Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR), registration number SC043913.

For any queries about the charity, please email: 4WindsSCIO@gmail.com

4 Winds SCIO
c/o Maxwell Community Centre

Stenhouse Street
Cowdenbeath

KY4 9DD

www.4winds.scot

mailto:4WindsSCIO@gmail.com

