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4 Winds in the Community
Ten Years of Support
- Over £712,000 issued since 2013
- Supported over 125 organisations
- More than 300 grants awarded
- Average award £2,160

4 Winds continues to be a vital source of funding for community groups and 
organisations, with a leading role supporting the work of 125 good causes in the local 
area.  Trustees from within the communities know the groups and their work, helping 
the funds get to the places they are needed. The funding has reached into every 
corner of society in the four areas of benefit, from youth clubs to senior citizens 
groups, and has delivered benefits for thousands of people living locally.

With community councils for our four ‘Areas of Benefit’ being our core charity 
members, we have strong roots into our communities, with clubs and groups which 
are really valued by their members and wider community.

4 Winds has been a significant source of funding for community groups over the 
past decade, and we aim to continue that independent stewardship of community 
benefits from the wind farm we live with.
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The Story So Far
The Little Raith Wind Farm was developed by Kennedy Renewables, opening the 9-turbine site 
south of Cowdenbeath in 2013. The turbine farm has a capacity of 24.75 MW, enough to power 
the equivalent of 19,000 homes for a year.  In 2019 the site was acquired by TRIG – The 
Renewables Infrastructure Group – which is the largest renewables operator in the world.

TRIG sell the energy produced at the wind farm, with a pre-determined value in community 
benefits being managed by RES, who have the relationship with 4 Winds and provide quarterly 
payments to the charity.

4 Winds, a registered charity with trustees from the local community, is then responsible for 
distribution of these funds to good causes in the 4 ‘Areas of Benefit’ – Auchtertool, 
Cowdenbeath, Lochgelly & Lumphinnans.
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4 Winds People
The charity has 2 tiers of membership:

- Community councillors from each of the 4 
local areas are defined as our Members
– Trustees are appointed from within the 
community to run the charity

As volunteers who are close to our 
communities, each of our 4 Winds Trustees 
takes pride in the impact of the charity and 
its funding for local good causes.  We know 
the local groups, we understand their work 
and the difference they make in our towns 
and villages.

Trustees are motivated to help each of the 4 communities to help tackle isolation and the challenges caused by poverty and inequality. 
We have a shared interest in developing the capacity of our local groups, improving skills in the local area and keeping our 
communities alive.  Charities, voluntary groups and community organisations are the life-blood of these places and we want to see them 
succeed.

We appreciate the importance of having funds to invest in community life and feel privileged to have the opportunity to play a part in 
enriching the lives of people in this area.  We are regularly impressed by the vision, ambition and impact of groups who apply for 
funding, who deliver some fantastic services to our communities.

We’re happy to answer any questions about the charity, our 
governance or finances – simply email: Admin@4Winds.scot 

mailto:Admin@4Winds.scot
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What the numbers say…
2013 - 2023

Auchtertool  Cowdenbeath  Lochgelly  Lumphinnans

Groups 
Supported

Total 
Awards

Total 
Value £

Average 
Award £

11

22

£41,814

£1,900

52

107

£203,196

£1,899

46

122

£306,814

£2,514

10

34

£97,715

£2,874

*Information runs up to and including awards made in December 
2023.

An additional sum of £60,260 was issued covering the financial years 
2013-14 and 2014-15 but records for individual group awards are 
incomplete, so these have been removed from our analysis.
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Projects funded by location 
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Top 20 Funded Groups by £value
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All Grants – Auchtertool
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All Grants – Cowdenbeath
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All Grants – Lochgelly
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All Grants – Lumphinnans



A New Decade
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As the charity looks ahead to a new decade supporting the work of amazing good causes in 
the local community, we do so with confidence and positivity. The board are ready to face 
any challenges and we continue to invest in the welfare and wellbeing of the people who live 
in this area. With an uncertain economic outlook, and funding for groups being more 
difficult to achieve, our aim is to provide a local source of investment to keep our community 
spirit alive!

We will continue to update members at each of the community councils on our work and 
look to expand the opportunities available, so 4 Winds funding can reach even more people 
in the future.

We will continue to strengthen our governance, policies and oversight of funds used to 
ensure our communities can continue to have confidence in the charity and its board.
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New Website Now LIVE!
Our new charity website is packed with 
information about the fund and our 
history, with greater transparency and 
access than ever before.

Just head to:

4Winds.scot
Or you can contact us by dropping us a 
line on email to:

Admin@4Winds.scot

http://www.4winds.scot/

